Liver dysfunction in patients with early syphilis: a retrospective study.
Syphilis is one of the unrecognized etiologies of liver dysfunction. The incidence of syphilitic hepatitis is currently unknown. We conducted a retrospective study of causative agents of liver dysfunction at the time of diagnosis of early syphilis. Our study shows that 39 % (44/112) of early syphilis patients have liver enzyme abnormalities at the time of diagnosis and that 2.7 % (3/112) of patients are diagnosed with syphilitic hepatitis. Clinicians should include syphilitic hepatitis in the differential diagnosis for those patients with sexually transmitted diseases presenting with liver enzyme abnormalities.